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DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT

1. PROJECT INFORMATION

a. Project Name: Olympic Corridor Trail Connector Study

b. Project Location: The project is a study that spans three jurisdictions (Lafayette, Unincorporated Contra Costa
County, and City of Walnut Creek) generally along the Olympic Boulevard corridor. Thé western project limit is in the
City of Lafayette at the intersection of the Lafayette-Moraga Trail, Olympic Boulevard, and Reliez Station Road. The
eastern project limit is in the City of Walnut Creek along the Iron Horse Tlail comdor (See Map - Attachment 1)

c. Sponsor: Contra Costa County via the Southwest Transportation Commlttee (SWAT ) and/or the Transportation
Partnership and Cooperation Committee (TRANSPAC) LLEad b

d. Implementing agency (if different than sponsor): |
Study recommendations would require adoption by up to t}u ee agenmes, City of Lafayette City of Walnut Creek, and
County of Contra Costa,

e. Partner agencies (only if playing a substantial role in |mg ementlng the proposed pro;ect! City of
Walnut Creek, City of Lafayette

f. Contact for project: John Cunningham, 335 1243 john. cunnmgham@dcd qccounty us

g. Funding:
i. Total project cost:"TBD.;..'
li, CommittecifliRAIng: TBD-._.'.
iii. Requested CC—TLC éf.unds: TBD
iv. Unfunded balance TBD

h. Proposed schedu[e' mllestone dates for project development

T_LC funding covers a three year period, so Contra Costa County staff is open to other schedule. The January
20 12 completion date was selected to maximize future opportunities for seeking grant funds form various
sources to implement the}study’s recommendations.

PRE-PROJECT SCHEDULE

September- November 2011: Seek approval from necessary advisory/policy bodies including but not
limited to;

o Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors Transportation, Water, and Infrastructure Committee,

e City of Lafayette Bicycle, Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Circulation Commission, City
Council,

G:\Transportation\Cunningham\non-motorized\LM-IHT Connector\LMT-IHT-ConnectorProject-2.doc
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o City of Walnut Creek Bicycle Advisory Committee, Transportation Commission, and City
Couneil
November 2011: Submit Grant Application
PROJECT SCHEDULE

April 2012: TLC Grant Award _
May- June 2012: Form Project Steering Committee and select Consultant
June- July 2012: Project Initiation l

]

July- September 2012: DRAFT Alternative Allgnment Deﬁhltlon & DRAFT Issues & Options for
each alignment i s

September-October 2012; Public Workshiop to Revnew DRAET Ahgnments/lssues & Options
October 2012: Technical Memo Identifying the Preferred Ahgnment and the basis for the decision

November-December 2012: Public Meeting to Release Draft Project Report with Design
Recommendations & Phasing Plan

January 2012: Final Project Report and adoption by 1mplernentmg agencies.

i. Potential Ilcant will be asked to. identtfvnrmect comnonents that could be eliminated

if insufficient funding is ava:lable to fur_ld the fuII proiect[

The proposal only proposes completxon of the planmng phase. It does not include project design or
environmental review. We cannot propose partial plarmmg for this project. The planning will be done
together.

Due to likely differences in each jurisdiction in terms of
e | identified improvements,

o fundihg‘i‘%d_iness, and

o project advancement protocols,

final project imp[cmentat;ion must be done individually as part of a future process.

Project Descrigtibn‘:

The Olympic Corridor Trail Connector Study will identify feasible alignments and the preferred alternative for

a pedestrian/bicycle facility connecting two well used paved multi-use regional trails in Contra Costa County,
the Lafayette-Moraga Trail (LMT) and the Iron Horse Trail (IHT). In addition to the LMT and the IHT, the
Contra Costa Canal Trail connects to the IHT less than two miles to the north, These facilities, if connected,
would complete a trail network that joins most of Lamorinda, San Ramon Valley, and Central Contra Costa.
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In addition to the selection of the alignment and facility types, the project will develop plans and a design for
signage and infrastructure improvements, It is currently possible to bicycle and walk between the two frails on
existing facilities. However, the route is a patchwork of facilities including, Class I paths, Class II lanes and
unmarked/undesignated streets and sidewalks.

The study will recommend a range of improvements intended to be implemented in phases. Recommendations
ranging from short-term/low cost spot improvements to longer term/substantial investments that reallocate
existing right-of~way or acquire new right-of-way will be provided.

These improvements are intended to develop the ultimate configuration ¢ of a LMT and IHT connector fac1hty
which provides the highest level of safety and convenience for pedestrnans and cyclists along the corridor. The
County recognizes that given the constraints along the corridor it is not possible to have a facility identical to
the regional trails being connected. However, the goal is to provide as superior a faéility as reasonable between
the two trails. The provision of an improved connector faclhty will encourage more wa!kmg and bicycling
along the corridor being studied.

Known Issues to be addressed during this process: : ‘

1. Accommodation of future roundabout at the intersection of' Olymplc Boulevard and Pleasant Hill
Road;
Configuration of Olympic Boulbvard

_ Access through downtown Walnut Creek befween 1—680 and the Iron Horse Trail;
Configuration of Newell Avenue Partlal Closure; | brEH
Constraints in the [-680 undercrossings; : k-
Constraints along flood control Caltrans and other public right of way within the study area; and
? Constraints between South Main Strect and Iron Horse Trail.

HOS e e

Agencies/Organizations fo be consulted:

o Broadway Plaza

o | Caltrans

° City-bf Lafayette

e City of Walnut Creek

o Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District

o | Contra Costa County Supewisor District II Office

o | Contra Costa County Supervisor District 11l Office

o Bast Bay Regional Park District

o East Bay Regibnal Park District

o Parkmead Community Association

° Saranap'Homeowners Association

e  Walnut Creek Downtown Business Association? (Jeremy? Leah, any corresponding group from
Lafayette? The connection is further away from businesses so maybe if is irrelevant in your section)

3. ABILITY TO MEET CRITERIA
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a. Achievement of CC-TLC Goals: Describe how well the proposed project achieves the six goals of the
CC TLC program

i. Help create walkable, pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods and business districts

The goal of the proposal is to provide a superior connection for bicyclists and pedestrians between the
Lafayatte-Moraga Trail to the Iron Horse Trail. The preferred design recommcndations are likely to include
separate facilities for bicycle and pedestrian use at certain points within the corridor.

text-sensitive site plannin

ii. Promote innovative solutions, including compact building design nd con
that is integrated with the transportation system giva

The project will consider innovative solutions to non-motorized-tra"re'lgincludi.nlg‘_,*llaut: not limited to best
practices found in the “Other Tools For Local Agencies” in the 2009 Contra Costa Countywide Bicycle and
Pedestrian plan, the new National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO)!Urban Bikeway
Design Guide, the Contra Costa Trail Design Resource Handbook and 2, and ?.

iii. Help create walkable, pedestrian-friendly access linking hous:ing' and job centers tot’i‘ansit

Consistent with the Transportation for Livable Communitieé program desctiption in the voter approved
Measure J, this project will help to create an 1mp10ved walkabla and bikeable access to housing, job centers
and transit by:

1. Providing a high quality non-motorized facnllty(s) connectmg the housmg and commercial/retail areas (Mt.
Diablo Blvd) in Lafayette with the retail, commercial and job center in Walnut Creek,

2. Providing an improved bicycle and pedestrian connection from Lafayette and unincorporated County (that
has very limited transit service) to the transit rich arcas of downtown Walnut Creek. 13 County
Connectioh routes stop in and around the Walnut Creek BART station. Solano Express and the Livermore
Amador Valley Transit Authbrity also have routes that serve the station. In contrast the next nearest BART
station (Lafayette) is served by only one tr ansit provider (County Connection) with only two routes. There
is very limited transit service in the corridor being studied, and

3 improying access to t__he Iron Horse Trail which, in turn, provides additional non-motorized, countywide

- aceess to retail, commercial and job centers.

iv. Help creaté affordable housing

The p-roj:e'ctj will improve non-motorized connections to job centers in Walnut Creek (downtown) and Lafayette
(Mt. Diablo Blvd.) to multi-family housing present along Boulevard Way and Olympic Boulevard.

v. Encourage a mixture of land uses and support a community’s development or redevelopment activities

The project will improve non-motorized access to both the Lafayette and Walnut Creek retail/commercial
areas. The project is consistent with the local General Plans and the Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan.

vi. Provide for a variety of transportation choices o enhance a community’s mobility, identity, and
guality of life
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The proposed project will increase access to transportation choices by

1. Leverage the already substantial connectivity of the LMT, IHT, and the Contra Costa Canal Trail (which
connects to the IHT less than 2 miles to the north) by linking them together, improving the utility of the
existing trails creating a seamless non-motorized facility joining Lamorinda, the San Ramon Valley, and
Central County, and

2. Substantially improving bicycle access to transit by providing a superior path to the transit rich area in
Walnut Creek.

3. Quality of life will be improved by providing improved non-motorized aceess to the retail, commercial
and entertainment amenities found in downtown Walnut Creek and the Mt. D;ablo Boulevard area.

b. Feasibility: describe where the sponsor is in the project devglonment process — demgn, environmental
clearance, right-of-way purchase, and PS&E — and any outstandlng issues |

The proposed project is the next step in identifying a prefer_re'd ahgnment of several i)_reviously identified
options, Boulevard Way, Olympic Boulevard, and Newell Avenue, spanning two cities and the County. See
question ¢, for this prior identification. The proposed project will provide'a forum for the three jurisdictions to
plan together a non-motorized connection between two regional trail facilities that works for each jurisdiction
as well as the region. Implementation of the study’s reconunénd'aitibns (e.g. design, environmental clearance,
right-of-way acquisition, and PS&E) can best be accomplished in subsequent phases by each jurisdiction
individually.

In 2006, the City of Walnut Creek adopted a General Plan that 1dent1ﬁes a proposed bike lane/route connection
to the Iron Horse Trail via Newell Lane. - In 2009, the Contr@ Costa Transportation Authority adopted the
Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Which includés a variety of bicycle facilities on various alignments in
the study area connecting the LMT and IHT. In 2010 the County approved the Paulsen Lane General Plan
Amendment which generated interest in providing an lmpz oved connection between LMT and the IHT via Las
Trampas Creek, A potential exists to determing if a regional connection can be served by upgrading,
combining, or extending one or more of these facilities to serve as a connection between the LMT and IHT.

)

c. Local and policy support: identi 'o'licie's in local plans that support the projects, the integration of the

project Wlth Other local efforts, and other support from the general public, the RTPCs and other relevant

gencie

The study corridor and potential alignments within are well supported in numerous local, countywide, and
regional planning documents:

Figure 1 Contra Costa Transportation Authority: 2009 Contra Costa Countywide Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan: Figure 1: Countywide Bicycle Network: The figure below shows an existing facility along
Olympic (ﬁartialiy in error, see conflicting designation in Figure 2 below. This error will be rectified with the
upcoming Countywide Bicycle Plan facility map update), and a proposed facility on Newell Avenue.
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Figure 3: City of Walnut Creek, Proposed and Existing Bicycle Facilities Map: This figure shows
proposed facilities along Newell Avenue, Lilac Avenue, and Boulevard Way, all included in the study scope.
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Figure 5;: Metropolitan Transportation Commission: Regional Bicycle Plan: Contra Costa County
Bikeway Network: This figure shows, incorrectly, an existing facility along Olympic Boulevard.
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The County and the cttiqs of Walnut Creek and Laﬂayette will budget staff time as an in-kind contribution to
completlon of thls plannmg prOJect
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